containing MeHg-L-cysteine complexes in aqueous solution, which had been reverse-extracted from the -
INTRODUCTION
People are exposed to methylmercury (MeHg) mainHair sequesters MeHg during its formation, and shows a direct relationship with the level of mercury in blood, providing an accurate and reliable method to measure --ry (InHg) by demethylation in the body, and the toxicity -tion of MeHg to evaluate the toxicity of mercury is therein hydrochloric acid (HCl) to convert MeHg to methylmercury chloride (MeHgCl), which could be extracted into --ses have been carried out using this gas chromatographic -tion to quantitative determination of MeHg, other organomercurial compounds such as ethylmercury (EtHg) and chromatography analyses for natural environmental samples have been conducted, but only MeHg as an organothat InHg and MeHg are the only mercury compounds --tion atomic absorption spectrometry under the premise that only MeHg was present in biological samples such as with the gas chromatographic method, the experimental procedure was a simple wet reaction based on the differas was possible using the atomic absorption method, and MeHg determination was
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Reagents
(for uranium analysis), L-cysteine (Cys), phenylmercury chloride (PhHgCl), acetone, chloroform, hexane (liquid chromatography analysis grade), and toluene (liquid chromatography analysis or pesticide residue analysis grade) 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Complete release of native MeHg groups from sample tissues is essential for quantitative measurement of heating conditions were applied twice during the solubili---roform), fat components in fat-rich samples inhibited the - Table 1 .
ess to remove fat components using a highly polar organic solvent (chloroform) and a non-polar organic solvent solution because chlorine gas which strongly inhibited
In the degreasing process, MeHg compounds tended to MeHg compounds also extracted to the chloroform lay- Results of the application of the present method to gen--Gas chromatographic analysis using standard solutions -tive retention times for the mixed standard toluene solu- using the extraction methods and atomic absorption spectrometry in the present study correlated well with the val-
In conclusion, the degreasing of fat components by chloroform and hexane into the pretreatment step of sam--
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